
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

  

The Worship of God 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
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O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
  

Jesus Loves Me 

Text: Anna B. Warner, Music: William B. Bradbury, Public Domain  
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
“Friends” – based on John 14:15-21 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

”Friends,” Jesus said, “I will not always be with you.” 

“We know,” the disciples grumbled. They never liked to think 
about the fact that Jesus was not always going to be with 
them. They loved being with him: his stories told them so 
much about God; the ways he touched other peoples lives and 
made them well was so comforting, and the things Jesus 
taught made so much sense. How on earth would they get by 
without him? 

“I will not always be with you,” Jesus said again, “and yet, I 
will.” 

That confused them even more! Whatever did Jesus mean, “I 
won’t be with you—but I will.” But then they noticed Jesus had 
a twinkle in his eye. Whenever they saw that, they knew he 
was going to teach them something new. 

“I will be gone soon,” Jesus said, “But I will always be with 
you. Because God’s Spirit is always with you. God’s Spirit has 
been here right from the very beginning. Remember, in the 
creation story, how God’s Spirit hovered over the waters? God 
is never, ever far away—God is right here. 



 

  

”So when I am gone and you’re not sure about things, stop for 
a moment. Pause in the midst of whatever you are doing, and 
think about me. Think about God. Talk to one another. 
Remember what I have taught you, and sure enough, you will 
realize that God is with you, and God will help you find 
answers to your questions.” 

The disciples relaxed a little, but Jesus could tell they were still 
a little uncertain. 

“You won’t see me,” Jesus said. “But when you look inside 
your heart, you’ll see I’ve never left.” 

Sometimes, even though we couldn’t quite put it into words, 
they understood what Jesus meant. 

(Re-telling of John 14:15-21 from Seasons of the Spirit) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word…Thanks be to God. 
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